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P E A C H T R E E  S H A R E D  S P A C E

60-DAY UPDATE

COMING SOON
Over the next month, observation, engagement, and evaluation will continue, including:

City staff will continue to regularly monitor and document observed behaviors 

on site. 

City staff and Central Atlanta Progress are working with restaurants along the 

corridor to permit and support outdoor dining in the expanded space. The first 

one will launch in September!

Data on traffic patterns will continue to be collected using Miovision cameras, 

response times from the Atlanta Fire Rescue Department, and RITIS. It will 

continue to be analyzed and compared to “before” data, including equivalent 

data collected right before the demonstration was installed and historic, pre-

COVID traffic data.

Maintenance of the expanded pedestrian space and planters will continue. 

Continue to coordinate with the Atlanta Police Department and Policing Alternatives 

and Diversion (PAD) Initiative to address concerns about personal safety. 

Make minor adjustments to the design as needed. Make major adjustments to the 

block between John Portman Boulevard and Andrew Young International Boulevard.

City staff will host a weekly booth at the Peachtree Center Green Market on 

Thursdays from 11:00 am to 2:00 pm to talk to community members.

We’re hosting Park(ing) Day, the international activation 

of places for people in spaces usually designated 

for cars. Join us for fun activities along the 

Peachtree Shared Space on September 17th!

The online survey will remain open through 

September 8, 2021 to continue collecting 

community input on the temporary design. 

City staff will continue to reach out directly to 

residents and businesses on the corridor, as well as 

partners like MARTA. Spectators getting ready for the Dragon Con 
Parade at the Demonstration Project



D E M O N S T R AT I O N 
P R O J E C T

The Demonstration Project is the first test toward 

a transformative public space project: the 

Peachtree Shared Space. While we cannot test 

a true, curbless shared space, there are parts 

that can be tested with removable materials in a 

short-term low-cost installation in the proposed 

location of the shared space. The final design for 

the shared space will be refined based on what 

is learned from the Demonstration Project.

THE VISION FOR A SHARED SPACE

Rendering of the Proposed Final Concept Design

Shared Space

Demonstration

Pedestrian comfort zone 
(no vehicles allowed)

Shared zone with 
slow speeds On-street Dining

Shared Travel Way

“The Peachtree Shared Space will be an exceptional public 

space for all people every day, supporting Downtown Atlanta 

as a vibrant, equitable, and joyful neighborhood.”

-Vision Statement developed with community participants



PROJECT TOURS & CONVERSATIONS
The community was invited to tour and discuss the project in person at two 

recent events. The first City of Atlanta Design over Donuts discussion of 2021 was 

held on Friday, August 6th. Commissioner Tim Keane spoke to 42 participants 

about the history of Atlanta and the choice we have as a community of how and 

where we will grow, and the role Peachtree Street will play in that growth.  On 

June 30th, members of the Public Space Working Group met to tour the corridor, 

discuss their findings with the group, and brainstorm potential ideas. Both groups 

discussed the need for more activation, a concern about the overall vehicular 

network and access for emergency vehicles, a desire to be more competitive with 

other areas of Atlanta, and a love for the mid-block crossing.

ATLANTA DOWNTOWN NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION
Staff joined ADNA— the organization for Downtown residents— for their 

August meeting to discuss the Demonstration Project. The neighborhood was 

excited about how the project will create an exceptional public space, support 

multimodal transportation options, and attract more residents and activity to 

the area. They noted they’ve already seen a boost in the pedestrian experience. 

The ADNA board wrote a letter of support to see it move forward into the 

shared space design, backed by a unanimous vote of support. 

PEACHTREE CENTER GREEN MARKET
The Department of City Planning has hosted a booth at Peachtree Center’s 

Green Market every Thursday this season to talk to the community about the 

Demonstration Project and vision for a shared space. 

“Ultimately, this effort 
will lead to a safer, 
more accessible and 

more beneficial public 
space for the Downtown 

community.”
-ADNA Letter of Support

WHAT WE’RE HEARING
IN-PERSON CONVERSATIONS



FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

sharepeachtree.com/demoTAKE THE SURVEY

WHAT WE’RE HEARING
ONLINE SURVEY

The online survey will be open through September 30th. This is your opportunity to provide valuable input 

to the City and project team on reshaping Peachtree Street.

“When does the next phase 

of this project begin?”

“Will we be seeing more 

programming of the space soon?”

“Are you working with the Atlanta 

Fire Rescue Department (AFRD) and 

Atlanta Police Department (APD) 

to understand their needs and 

challenges with the new space?”
Based on community 

conversations that have 

indicated that more data 

should be collected before 

moving to Phase 2, we are 

evaluating extending Phase 

1 and using the additional 

time to test design 

adjustments to the block 

between John Portman 

Boulevard and Andrew 

Young International 

Boulevard.

Yes! We have regularly 

scheduled meeting with 

both departments and will 

continue to do so. The AFRD 

recently submitted data on 

their response times to the 

demonstration area before 

and after implementation  

(see page 6). 

We have heard  

overwhelming support of additional 

programming. Meehan’s recently launched 

the first on-street dining program and we’ll be 

hosting activities for Park(ing) 

Day on September 17th. 

We are working with 

our partners and 

within the COVID 

requirements to 

identify what we can 

do within the space to 

provide more activities.

RECENT ADJUSTMENTS
Based on observations and input, the planter and wheel stop placement 

near the corners of Andrew Young International Boulevard and John Portman 

Boulevard were recently adjusted to make it easier for large vehicles like buses 

and trucks to turn the corner.

186  
total respondents

 75%  
support permanent 

pedestrian improvements

 56% 
support the new 

planters and aesthetic



Cameras have been 
installed to analyze 

pedestrian, cyclist, scooter, 
bus, and driver behaviors. 

ANALYZING TRAVEL PATTERNS

One of the key questions for Phase 1 is to understand what would happen if 

we take some space away from vehicles and give it to pedestrians and public 

space. Travel patterns are being monitored and analyzed using Miovision 

cameras installed at project intersections and data from Streetlight and the 

Regional Integrated Transportation Information System (RITIS), which track 

travel patterns using GPS data from devices like cell phones. These are being 

compared to “before” data, including the period right before the project was 

installed in June 2021 and historic pre-COVID data from 2019. Other factors, 

like people gradually returning to offices and hotels Downtown, have also 

impacted travel patterns lately. Key initial findings from the ongoing analysis 

include: 

NETWORK IMPACTS & VEHICLE TRAVEL TIMES
To understand vehicular impacts to the downtown street network, parallel corridors to Peachtree were 

analyzed. The results showed travel time for these corridors increased by an average of approximately 

30 seconds in the northbound direction and 55 seconds in the southbound direction throughout the 

day.1 An increase in travel time was expected with people returning to work and an increase in special 

events happening Downtown. Nearby, Marietta Street experienced an increase in travel time of 

about 20 seconds throughout the day, indicating these factors are also impacting travel times before 

and after the Demonstration Project. During the afternoon and evening hours, the average travel 

time there increases by as much as 1.4 minutes in the northwestbound direction and 1 minute in the 

southeastbound direction.2 

VEHICLE TRAVEL SPEEDS
Slowing vehicle speeds yield safer conditions for bicyclists and pedestrians, particularly in locations 

of high pedestrian activity. Average speeds after the Demonstration Project were reduced by 2 miles 

per hour (mph) in the northbound direction and 3 mph in the southbound direction through the 

demonstration project area and now average 10 mph and 9 mph respectively.4

VEHICLE TRAVEL VOLUMES
An increase in traffic congestion was anticipated due to the elimination of one vehicular lane in each 

direction. Before the demonstration project began, weekday and weekend Level of Service (LOS) 

were both A and B in the AM and PM, respectively. After the demonstration project was implemented 

weekday LOS was B and C and weekend was A and C in the AM and PM, respectively.4 Most 

intersections have experienced typical increases in delay of 3 to 5 seconds on weekdays and 1 to 5 

seconds on weekends compared to before the Demonstration Project. The highest increase in delay for 

any intersection during any time period was 10.3 seconds on weekdays and 9.1 seconds on weekends.



ANALYZING TRAVEL PATTERNS

EMERGENCY RESPONSE TIMES
Emergency response times by the Atlanta Fire Rescue Department (AFRD) to calls within the three 

blocks of the Peachtree Street demonstration project were evaluated since March 3, 2021. Of the 

220 calls to addresses directly within the demonstration project area, around two-thirds (148 calls) 

occurred prior to the demonstration setup and the other third (72 calls) since its setup in late June. 

Overall, the project has had no apparent impact on response times - the average overall response 

time was 5 minutes, 17 seconds before the project, and 5 minutes, 5 seconds after the project setup.5

Footnotes

1  RITIS (Regional Integrated Transportation Information System) was used to analyze the impacts of the Peachtree Shared Street demonstration project on the 
downtown street network during a period immediately preceding the installation of the demonstration project (May 1 – May 23) and after the installation 
(August 1 – August 22). These dates were selected to remove influences of holiday weekends (Memorial Day, July 4th, Labor Day Weekend) and large 
downtown events (AmericasMart and DragonCon). 

    Centennial Olympic Park Drive, Williams Street, Ted Tuner Drive, Peachtree Center Avenue, Courtland Street and Piedmont Avenue between Ivan Allen Junior 
Boulevard/Ralph McGill Boulevard and Marietta Street/Edgewood Avenue were analyzed to assess the impact on the overall Downtown street network. 

2  Marietta Street was selected as a baseline corridor that was not impacted by the demonstration project. It showed a 20 second increase in travel time over 
the course of the day indicating that other factors are impacting travel time when comparing the pre and post demonstration implementation timeframes. 

3  95th percentile speeds were also reduced by approximately 1 mph in the northbound direction and 2 mph in the southbound direction.

4   Vehicle Travel Volumes: (1) LOS refers to number of vehicles compared to available roadway capacity and is on a scale of A through F.  LOS A indicates 
no traffic, whereas LOS F is complete gridlock.  LOS C or better is acceptable travel conditions. (2) The corridor travel volumes could potentially be 
further improved through adjustments to the signals, increasing green light time on Peachtree.  This will need to be investigated further as a part of the 
demonstration to “optimize” the signals and balance north/south and east/west volumes. 

5  Emergency response During the week-long setup of the demonstration project when motorists and service providers were adjusting to the changes in 
Peachtree (from June 21 through 25), the average response time was also less (4 minutes, 42 seconds), and AFRD exclusively served all but one of the 14 
service calls (with Grady EMS arriving after AFRD to one call).

    Even when considering service calls to an area beyond the immediate three blocks of Peachtree Street, the trends are similar and show no clear impact of 
the demonstration project on response times. Prior to the demonstration project, the longest travel time to an address within two blocks (on any side) of the 
demonstration project was 37 minutes, and after the project it was 21 minutes. The average response times were about the same: 5 minutes, 8 seconds before 
the demonstration, and 5 minutes, 19 seconds after its setup. Of the 1,016 service calls in this larger area, a greater share (137 calls) were served by Fire Station 
1, but the vast majority (879) continued to be served by Fire Station 4.

6   “Weekday” data was collected on Tuesdays. Sundays represent “weekend” counts.

PEDESTRIAN & CYCLIST ACTIVITY
Miovision was used to evaluate pedestrian and cycling activity along the corridor before and after 

the demonstration project. Pedestrian activity increased 40-50% during the weekdays, decreased 

weekend mornings, and stayed relatively the same during weekend afternoons. Bikes/scooters in 

travel lanes decreased 33-53% on weekdays and 23-48% on weekends.6 This could be an overall 

decrease in bike/scooters, or could indicate they are travelling in the shared space.



CLARIFYING OPERATIONS

BIKES & SCOOTERS
For the Demonstration Project, the outer lanes have been converted 

into expanded sidewalk areas, which give extra room to walk, a 

comfortable buffer from vehicles, and space for features like 

outdoor dining and additional ADA accessible curb ramps. 

Because they include these features and have wheel stops 

at the corners, they are not meant exclusively for cyclists 

and scooters to ride continuously through like a bike lane. 

This project aims to make it safer and more comfortable for 

cyclists and scooter riders to use the vehicular travel lanes by:

RIDEHAILING SERVICES
When these blocks of Peachtree Street operate with 4 to 5 lanes, 

drivers often stop in the middle of the street to pick up or drop 

off people or goods, blocking the outer travel lanes, even though 

stopping or parking there is illegal. Now that they’re operating with 2 

to 3 lanes, when drivers try to do that it stops the flow of traffic.

Many of the vehicles stopping in the outer lanes are ridehailing 

services like Uber and Lyft. To help minimize stopped vehicles on 

Peachtree Street, the City recently coordinated with these companies 

to geofence pick-up and drop-off locations to happen on side streets 

where there is room for other vehicles to go around.

WHAT IS GEOFENCING?
By creating a digital 

“geofence” to specify pick-

up and drop-off areas, apps 

like Uber and Lyft can direct 

drivers and riders to the 

spots that work best with 

street operations and help 

minimize their disruptions to 

traffic.

Slowing down vehicle speeds

Encouraging lower vehicle volumes

Cyclists and scooter riders should 
ride in the travel lanes



Monique Forte
Project Manager
City of Atlanta 
Department of City 
Planning
peachtree@atlantaga.gov
470-279-1545

CONTACT

Learn more and take the survey at 

sharepeachtree.com/demo

COMING SOON
Over the next month, observation, engagement, and evaluation will continue, including:

City staff will continue to regularly monitor and document observed 

behaviors on site. 

City staff and Central Atlanta Progress are working with restaurants along 

the corridor to permit and support outdoor dining in the expanded space. 

The first one will launch in September!

Data on traffic patterns will continue to be collected using Miovision 

cameras, response times from the Atlanta Fire Rescue Department, and RITIS. 

It will continue to be analyzed and compared to “before” data, including 

equivalent data collected right before the demonstration was installed and 

historic, pre-COVID traffic data.

Maintenance of the expanded pedestrian space and planters will continue. 

Continue to coordinate with the Atlanta Police Department and Policing 

Alternatives and Diversion (PAD) Initiative to address concerns about personal 

safety. 

Make minor adjustments to the design as needed. Make major adjustments to 

the block between John Portman Boulevard and Andrew Young International 

Boulevard.

City staff will host a weekly booth at the Peachtree Center Green Market on 

Thursdays from 11:00 am to 2:00 pm to talk to community members.

We’re hosting Park(ing) Day, the international 

activation of places for people in spaces 

usually designated for cars. Join us for fun 

activities along the Peachtree Shared Space 

on September 17th!

The online survey will remain open through 

September 30th, 2021 to continue collecting 

community input on the temporary design. 

City staff will continue to reach out directly to residents and businesses on 

the corridor, as well as partners like MARTA. 


